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Workplace Lighting and Visibility Safety

Why it Matters 

Poor illumination can lead to slips, trips, falls, and 

operational errors, especially in maintenance yards, 

warehouses, and outdoor work zones. Adequate lighting 

improves accuracy, reduces accidents, and ensures 

compliance with safety standards. 

 

Lighting Standards 

Proper lighting levels are essential for safe and efficient 

work. Here’s what to keep in mind: 

• Recommended Illumination: Ensure work areas meet 

OSHA and ANSI standards for brightness. 

• Prompt Replacement: Burned-out bulbs should be 

replaced immediately to avoid dark spots. 

• Task Lighting: Use focused lighting for detailed work 

like inspections or repairs. 

• Emergency Lighting: Verify that backup lighting 

systems are functional for power outages. 

 

Visibility Enhancements 

Good lighting goes hand-in-hand with visibility measures. 

Improve safety by: 

• Clear Walkways: Keep pathways free of clutter and 

well-lit to prevent trips. 

• Reflective Signage: Install reflective or illuminated 

signs in low-light areas. 

• High-Visibility Clothing: Require reflective vests for 

employees working outdoors or in dim conditions. 

• Vehicle Zones: Use reflective paint or tape to mark 

loading areas and traffic lanes. 

 

Inspection & Maintenance 

Lighting systems need regular attention to stay effective: 

Monthly Lighting Audits 

• Walk through all work areas, offices, warehouses, 

outdoor zones to check illumination levels. 

• Document findings and schedule repairs promptly. 

Fixture and Bulb Checks 

• Inspect for cracked lenses, loose wiring, and corroded 

connections. 

• Replace flickering or dim bulbs immediately to prevent 

eye strain and accidents. 

• Verify that all emergency exit signs and backup lights 

are functional. 

Outdoor Lighting Maintenance 

• Ensure weatherproof fixtures are intact and free of 

moisture. 

• Clean lenses regularly to remove dirt and debris that 

reduce brightness. 

• Check poles and mounts for rust or structural 

weakness. 

Preventive Measures 

• Schedule quarterly deep inspections for high-traffic 

areas. 

• Keep spare bulbs and parts on hand for quick 

replacements. 

• Test emergency lighting during drills to confirm 

readiness. 

 

Additional Tips 

• Avoid glare by positioning lights correctly. 

• Use LED fixtures for energy efficiency and brightness. 

• Ensure outdoor lighting is weather-resistant. 
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