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Trailer Hitch Safety 

Whether you're towing equipment, hauling materials, or 

transporting agency assets, trailer hitch safety is 

essential to protect yourself, your team, and the public. 

A secure hitch connection prevents accidents, reduces 

wear on vehicles, and ensures smooth operations. 

Why Trailer Hitch Safety Matters 

Every safe trip starts with a secure connection. Whether 

you're towing equipment or transporting materials, 

ensuring your trailer hitch is properly attached and 

maintained is critical to preventing accidents and 

protecting everyone on the road. 

• Prevents Accidents: A loose or improperly 

secured hitch can lead to trailer separation, 

rollovers, or collisions. 

• Protects Equipment: Damage to agency vehicles 

or trailers can be costly and delay essential 

services. 

• Boosts Confidence: Knowing your trailer is 

properly hitched allows drivers to focus on the 

road and perform their duties with peace of 

mind. 

• Ensures Compliance: Following safety protocols 

helps meet transportation regulations. 

• Promotes Public Safety: A secure trailer keeps 

pedestrians, cyclists, and other drivers safe. 

Before You Hitch: Safety Checklist 

1. Inspect the Hitch and Coupler 

• Look for cracks, rust, or wear 

• Ensure the hitch ball matches the trailer 

coupler size 

2. Check the Trailer Connection 

• Lower the coupler fully onto the hitch ball 

• Lock the latch and insert a safety pin or lock 

3. Attach Safety Chains 

• Cross chains under the tongue in an “X” 

pattern 

• Leave enough slack for turning, but not 

dragging 

4. Connect Electrical Wiring 

• Plug in the trailer lights and test brake lights, 

turn signals, and running lights 

5. Secure the Load 

• Distribute weight evenly 

• Use straps or tie-downs to prevent shifting 

While Driving 

• Drive at safe speeds and allow extra stopping 

distance 

• Brake and steer smoothly to maintain trailer 

control 

• Take wide turns to avoid clipping curbs or 

objects 

• Check mirrors frequently for trailer sway or 

issues 

After the Trip 

• Inspect the hitch and trailer for damage 

• Report any issues to your supervisor 

immediately 

• Store equipment properly to prevent wear and 

tear 
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