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Safe Handling of Sharps and Blades

Sharps and blades, such as utility knives, box cutters, 

scissors, and scrapers, are common tools in many 

work environments. While useful, they can cause 

serious injuries if not handled with care. This guide 

outlines best practices to help prevent cuts, 

lacerations, and puncture wounds on the job. 

Why it Matters 

Injuries from sharps and blades are among the most 

common workplace incidents. They can lead to: 

• Lost work time and productivity 

• Infections or long-term damage 

• Emergency medical treatment 

• Safety violations and increased risk to others 

Most of these injuries are preventable with proper 

handling, storage, and awareness.  

Common Hazards 

Sharps and blades can present serious risks when used 

improperly or carelessly. Being aware of these hazards 

is the first step in preventing injuries. 

• Using dull or damaged blades 

• Applying excessive force or using the wrong 

tool for the job 

• Cutting toward the body or others 

• Leaving blades exposed or unattended 

• Improper disposal of used blades or sharps  

Key Safety Practices 

1. Use the Right Tool for the Job 

• Choose the correct type of blade or sharp for 

the task 

• Avoid makeshift tools or using blades for 

unintended purposes 

2. Inspect Before Use 

• Check for damage, rust, or dullness 

• Replace worn or damaged blades immediately 

3. Cut Away from Your Body 

• Always cut in a direction away from yourself 

and others 

• Keep hands and fingers clear of the cutting 

path 

4. Use Proper Grip and Control 

• Maintain a firm grip and stable stance 

• Avoid rushing or using excessive force 

5. Store and Carry Safely 

• Retract or cover blades when not in use 

• Use blade sheaths or holsters for transport 

• Never carry sharps in pockets or loose in tool 

bags 

6. Dispose of Blades Properly 

• Use designated sharps containers or blade 

disposal boxes 

• Never throw loose blades in trash bins 

• Report full or missing containers to a 

supervisor 

PPE and Training 

• Wear cut-resistant gloves when appropriate 

• Use safety glasses if there’s a risk of flying 

debris 

• Ensure all users are trained in safe handling 

and disposal procedures 
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