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Materials and do not guarantee that the Materials are in compliance with federal, state or local laws. By using any Materials, you acknowledge and agree that the Information Provider is not liable for any damages 

(of any type under any theory of liability) arising in any way out of the use of these Materials. Please also note that when you are directed to another website or source of third-party information, that information 
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Handling and Disposal of Hazardous Waste

Hazardous waste is any material that poses a threat to 

human health or the environment due to its chemical, 

physical, or biological properties. In city operations, 

whether in public works, utilities, or facilities 

maintenance, proper handling and disposal of hazardous 

waste is essential to ensure safety and regulatory 

compliance. 

What Is Hazardous Waste? 
Hazardous waste includes, but is not limited to: 

• Chemicals (e.g., solvents, acids, pesticides) 

• Paints and coatings 

• Used oil and lubricants 

• Batteries 

• Cleaning agents and disinfectants 

• Electronic waste (e-waste)  

These materials can be flammable, corrosive, reactive, or 

toxic. 

Why Proper Handling Matters 
Improper handling of hazardous waste can lead to: 

• Injuries or health issues (burns, respiratory 

problems, poisoning) 

• Fires, explosions, or environmental 

contamination 

• Fines and legal consequences for non-

compliance 

• Damage to city infrastructure and public trust  

Key Safety Practices 

1. Identify and Label 

• Always check Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for 

materials in use. 

• Clearly label all hazardous waste containers with 

contents and hazard warnings. 

• Never mix incompatible wastes. 

2. Use Proper PPE 

• Wear protective clothing as required. 

• Ensure PPE is in good condition and fits 

properly. 

3. Store Safely 

• Keep waste in approved, sealed containers. 

• Store in designated, ventilated areas away from 

heat sources and drains. 

• Use secondary containment to prevent spills. 

4. Handle with Care 

• Use carts or equipment to transport heavy or 

bulky containers. 

• Avoid overfilling containers. 

• Clean up spills immediately using appropriate 

kits and procedures. 

5. Dispose Responsibly 

• Follow city protocols and schedules for 

hazardous waste pickup. 

• Never pour hazardous waste down drains, into 

storm sewers, or on the ground. 

• Work only with licensed hazardous waste 

disposal contractors. 

Emergency Preparedness 

• Know the location of spill kits, eyewash stations, 

and emergency exits. 

• Report spills or exposures immediately to your 

supervisor. 

• Participate in regular hazardous materials 

training and drills. 
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