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Navigate Wisely
Tips for Driving in the Rain

Driving in the rain presents unique challenges and hazards

that can significantly increase the risk of accidents. Wet
roads, reduced visibility, and hydroplaning are common
issues that drivers face in rainy conditions. It is crucial to
take extra precautions to ensure safety while driving in the
rain. This guide provides essential safety tips to help you
stay safe and effective while driving in wet weather.

Prepare Your Vehicle

e Check Tires: Ensure your tires have adequate tread
depth and are properly inflated to maintain traction
on wet roads.

e Inspect Wipers: Make sure your windshield wipers are
in good condition and replace them if they are worn
out.

e Test Lights: Verify that all headlights, taillights, brake
lights, and turn signals are functioning correctly to
improve visibility.

Adjust Your Driving

e  Slow Down: Reduce your speed to maintain better
control of your vehicle and increase your reaction
time.

e Increase Following Distance: Leave extra space
between your vehicle and the one in front of you to
allow for longer stopping distances.

e Avoid Sudden Movements: Make gradual changes in
speed and direction to prevent skidding and loss of
control.

Visibility and Awareness

e Use Headlights: Turn on your headlights to improve
visibility and help other drivers see you.

e Defog Windows: Use your defroster to keep windows
clear and maintain visibility.

e Stay Alert: Be aware of your surroundings and watch
for pedestrians, cyclists, and other vehicles.

Handling Hydroplaning
e Stay Calm: Do not panic if your vehicle starts to
hydroplane.

e Ease Off the Gas: Gradually reduce your speed by
easing off the accelerator.

e  Steer Straight: Keep the steering wheel straight and
avoid sudden movements until you regain traction.

Emergency Preparedness

e Emergency Kit: Keep an emergency kit in your vehicle
that includes items such as a flashlight, first aid
supplies, and a blanket.

e Know Your Route: Familiarize yourself with your route
and identify safe places to pull over if necessary.

e Stay Informed: Check weather forecasts and road
conditions before starting your journey.

Additional Tips
e Avoid Puddles: Steer clear of large puddles as they can
hide potholes and cause hydroplaning.

e Brake Gently: Apply brakes gently to avoid skidding. If
your vehicle has anti-lock brakes (ABS), apply steady
pressure.

e Use Cruise Control Wisely: Avoid using cruise control in
heavy rain as it can increase the risk of losing control.
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