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Safe Driving Near School Zones

School zones are bustling areas filled with children heading

to and from school. Ensuring their safety is a top priority.
California law requires drivers to exercise extra caution in
these zones, which are typically marked with specific signs.
Understanding and obeying these laws can prevent
accidents and keep children safe.

What is Considered a School Zone in California?
Under California law, a school zone is any area of a
highway, such as a street or road, that surrounds a school
building and its grounds. This includes the area of the road
that approaches or passes the school and is not separated
by a fence or other barrier.

What does ‘When Children are Present’ Mean?

Children are determined to be “present” whenever they
are on the side of the school’s fence or barrier closest to
the road.

Though school hours in California might range from about
7 a.m. to 4 p.m., drivers should still be cautious when
passing by a school zone because after-school programs
can last until 6 p.m. It is always best practice to lower your
speed when near school zones and exercise a high visual
horizon, looking down the road for potential hazards.

Safe Driving Practices

1. Reduced Speed Limits:
One of the most crucial aspects of driving safely in
school zones is adhering to reduced speed limits. In
California, the speed limit is typically 25 mph.

2. Obey School Zone Signs:
Keep an eye out for school zone signs and adhere to
their instructions. These signs may indicate the
reduced speed limit hours, no passing zones, and
specific rules related to U-turns and pedestrian
crossings.

3. Stopping for School Buses:
California law requires all drivers to come to a
complete stop when a school bus has its flashing red
lights activated and stop sign extended. This applies to
both vehicles traveling in the same direction as the
bus and those approaching from the opposite
direction unless there is a physical divider between
the lanes.

4. VYielding to Pedestrians:
Exercise caution and yield the right of way to
pedestrians in school zones, especially at crosswalks.
Children may not always follow traffic rules, so it’s
crucial to be vigilant.

5. Watching for Bicycles:
Many students ride bikes to school. Drivers need to be
extra cautious. Always check mirrors and blind spots
before turning or opening doors in school zones. Give
bicyclists at least 3 feet of space when passing.

6. Crossing Guards:
Respect the authority of crossing guards. Follow their
directions and wait for their signal before proceeding.
Their role is to ensure the safe passage of students.

7. Avoid Distracted Driving:
Put away your phone and other distractions while
driving through school zones.
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