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Understanding and Protecting yourself against Black Ice 

Snowy and icy roads contribute to over 100,000 

accidents annually, as reported by the US Department 

of Transportation. One of the most hazardous aspects of 

winter driving is encountering black ice, a hidden layer 

of ice that can be hard to detect.  

What Is Black Ice? 

Black ice is a thin layer of transparent ice that is often 

more dangerous than regular ice. Whereas regular ice 

accumulation makes the ground look opaque, black ice 

is so thin that it is almost impossible to see without 

looking closely. 

This type of ice derives its name from the fact that it is 

nearly invisible, blending in with the dark pavement 

under it. The transparent appearance makes black ice 

difficult for drivers and pedestrians to detect it. 

Why Is Black Ice Dangerous? 

The primary hazards of black ice are its slipperiness and 

invisibility. Unlike regular ice and snow, which are easily 

seen, black ice can catch drivers off guard. On this 

surface, brakes and steering may not function properly, 

leading to a loss of control and posing risks to both 

occupants and others on the road. 

Statistics indicate that icy conditions significantly 

increase the likelihood of crashes and injuries. In regions 

with cold winters, it's crucial to understand how to 

minimize your risk of encountering black ice. 

3 Ways to Spot Black Ice 

1. Know When It Forms: Black ice typically forms when 

temperatures are 32 degrees or lower and moisture 

is present. Be especially cautious during sleet or if 

your car has ice on it. 

2. Look for Glossy Surfaces: If a road appears glossy or 

wet at temperatures below freezing, it may be black 

ice. Check your sidewalk for a slick appearance; if it 

feels slippery, the road likely has similar conditions. 

3. Observe Other Drivers: If vehicles ahead of you 

begin to slide or fishtail, they may be on black ice. 

Maintaining a safe following distance allows you to 

adjust your speed before reaching it. Also, look for 

cars in ditches or grass medians as a warning sign. 

What to do if You Encounter Black Ice 

If you encounter black ice, remember these tips:  

Ease off the gas 

Accelerating on ice only decreases your control over 

your vehicle. Take your foot off the gas to allow 

your car to decelerate naturally.  

Don’t touch the brakes  

Sudden braking can cause your vehicle to spin out. 

It’s often better to let your car slide over the ice 

rather than trying to stop on it, as these patches are 

typically short.  

Steer steadily  

Keep your vehicle facing straight ahead by 

maintaining your steering wheel’s direction. 

Struggling against the car’s movement might make 

skidding worse.  

Slow to a safe surface  

Once your vehicle has slowed, move to an area with 

better traction, like the shoulder of the road.  

By staying vigilant and knowing how to properly react, 

you can significantly reduce the risks associated with 

black ice and drive more safely in winter conditions.  
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