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Pedestrian Safety in Urban Areas

As urban environments evolve, ensuring pedestrian
safety remains a top priority. One of the most pressing
challenges cities face is managing pedestrian behavior,
especially when individuals walk outside of designated
crosswalks. The Governors Highway Safety Association
estimated that more than 7,500 pedestrians were killed
by drivers in 2022 - the highest number since 1981.

Crosswalks are designed to offer pedestrians a safe
passage across busy streets; however, not all pedestrians
use crosswalks. Walking outside of crosswalks (known as
“jaywalking”) increases the risk of accidents and
complicates traffic management.

Understanding Urban Traffic Patterns

Urban traffic patterns can vary widely based on several
factors, including the time of day, season, and specific
location. Typically, urban areas experience peak traffic
times during morning and evening rush hours when
people are commuting to and from work. However, other
factors such as local events, construction, and weather
conditions can also significantly impact traffic flow.

Understanding these patterns of traffic crashes is crucial
for pedestrians. During peak times, there’s usually an
increased volume of both vehicular and foot traffic. This
means intersections can become particularly congested,
and the risk of accidents can increase.

Tips for Drivers

Embrace Pedestrian Responsibility: All road users share
the duty of ensuring pedestrian safety. Stay vigilant as a
driver.

Avoid Distractions: Focus on the road—distracted driving
increases risks for pedestrians. Save tasks like phone use
for when you’re parked.

Stay Alert for Pedestrians: Watch for pedestrians,
especially in urban areas, parks, and near schools.
Remember, they may cross outside of designated areas.

Yield to Pedestrians: Always give the right of way, even if
pedestrians aren’t following rules. It’s your responsibility
to let them pass.

Follow Crosswalk Rules: Always yield to pedestrians in
crosswalks, reducing speed and preparing to stop. Leave
space for pedestrians to walk safely outside of traffic.
Always stop for crossing guards and never go around
stopped vehicles or block crosswalks.

Look before You Turn: Check for pedestrians in
crosswalks before making turns. Make eye contact and
ensure they can cross safely.

Observe Traffic Signs: Pay attention to pedestrian signals
and signs, and yield when required.

Follow Speed Limits: Adhere to posted speed limits,
especially in pedestrian-heavy areas and school zones.

Maximize Visibility: Keep your windshield clear and
headlights on to improve visibility for yourself and
pedestrians.

Drive Carefully in Bad Weather: Inclement weather can
reduce visibility. Use your lights and be extra vigilant for
pedestrians.

Be Cautious at Night: 70 percent of pedestrian fatalities
occur between 6 p.m. and 5:59 a.m., so it’s important to
watch for pedestrians even after the sun goes down.
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