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Machine Guarding and Safety

Safety is our top priority within the Operations

Department, and one of the key components to ensuring
a secure working environment involves proper machine
guarding and safety practices. This communication serves
to remind everyone of the critical importance of machine
safeguarding and the responsibilities we all share in
maintaining a safe workplace.

KEY POINTS ON MACHINE GUARDING:

Understanding Machine Guards

Machine guards are physical barriers that protect
operators from exposure to hazardous moving parts.
They are essential for preventing accidents and injuries,
such as cuts, crushing, or entanglements.

Types of Guards
Familiarize yourself with the different types of guards,
including:
e  Fixed Guards: Permanent parts of the machine that
cannot be removed
e Interlocked Guards: Automatically shut off the
machine when opened or removed
e Adjustable Guards: Can be adjusted to different
positions based on the task
e Self-Adjusting Guards: Move according to the
movement of the machine part

Always Use Guards

Never operate machinery that has been modified to
remove or bypass guards. Ensure all guards are in place
and functioning before beginning any work.

Regular Inspections

Conduct regular inspections of machine guarding systems
to ensure they are in good condition. Report any
damaged or malfunctioning guards to your supervisor
immediately for repair or replacement.

Training and Awareness

Participate in all training sessions related to machine
operation and safety. Stay informed about the specific
safety protocols related to the machinery you operate.

Clear Work Area

Maintain a clean and clutter-free work area. Ensure
tools, materials, and other items are kept away from
machinery to prevent accidents.

Emergency Protocols

Understand the emergency shut-off procedures for each
piece of equipment. Familiarize yourself with the location
of emergency stop buttons and how to access them
quickly in a crisis.

By prioritizing machine guarding and adhering to safety
regulations, we can significantly reduce the risk of
workplace injuries and create a safer environment for
everyone. Your diligence in following these safety
practices is crucial to our team's overall well-being.

Thank you for your commitment to maintaining a safe
workplace!
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