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Emergency Response Planning for Natural Disasters
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California frequently faces natural disasters, including severe
wildfires, winter storms, earthquakes, droughts, and heat
waves. California sees about 10,000 earthquakes each year,
highlighting the need for robust emergency preparedness.
Additionally, wildfires have become increasingly destructive,
with the state experiencing over 7,800 fires annually.

Organizations must develop plans to respond to disasters'
impacts and maintain operations during crises.

Earthquake Preparedness

Workers face several hazards during earthquakes, including
being struck by falling objects, exposure to chemicals, and
burns from fires caused by gas leaks or electrical failures.
Here are steps to enhance workplace safety:

Identify Safe Places
Designate areas such as under sturdy desks or against
interior walls, away from windows and unsecured furniture.

Practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On

Regularly rehearse this procedure so it becomes instinctual.
Employees should know to drop under furniture, cover their
heads, and hold on until the shaking stops.

Communicate the Plan

Ensure all employees are informed about the earthquake
response plan, which helps reduce anxiety and clarifies
actions to take during an earthquake.

Wildfire Preparedness

In California, wildfire season is one of the most challenging
times of the year. If a wildfire occurs, it is important to
provide your employees with information on how they can
remain safe.

Plan Evacuation Routes:
Familiarize all personnel with pre-established evacuation
routes to ensure a swift and safe exit during
emergencies. Here are a few best practices for planning
your wildfire evacuation route:
o Have multiple evacuation routes going in
different directions
Keep an updated record of nearby public shelters
Have physical maps of your routes in case cell
phone service is down
o Have aplanin case you and other evacuees
become separated

Create a Supply List
Prepare a list of essential supplies and equipment to grab
during an evacuation. Priority items include things like:
o Masks to filter heavy smoke
Non-perishable food and water
First aid kit
Map of evacuation routes
Flashlight
Portable radio
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Establish a Communication Plan

Ensure effective communication channels are in place to
relay urgent information about evacuations and safety
measures. The safety of employees is the top priority.

Conduct Evacuation Drills

Regularly practice evacuation plans to ensure all workers
know their roles during an emergency. Update
procedures based on these drills to enhance
preparedness.

By proactively addressing these natural disaster risks,
organizations can protect their employees and maintain
operational integrity during a crisis.
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